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the Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20234 on January 9 , 2003. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



It is respectfully requested that the references listed below be considered by the Patent 



and Trademark Office in the above-identified application and made of record therein. 

This statement is believed to be in conformance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97 and 
1.98, including submission of the enclosed full text copies of pertinent portions of the references, 
A completed form PTO-1449, "Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant - List of Items" 
is also enclosed, listing the cited documents and references for an indication that they have been 
considered by the Examiner. A copy of the Search Report issued in corresponding European 
Patent Application No. 0096 1034 is also included. 



o 



No fee is considered necessary for filing of this Information Disclosure Statement since 
the European Search Report and the information contained therein were cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
statement. A Certification Under 37 C.F.R. 1 .97(e)(1) is concurrently submitted with this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

The above references were cited in the Search Report in corresponding European Patent 
Application no. 0096 1034. The references cited in the EPO Search Report were identified in 
category "X", particularly relevant to Claims 1 and 5-7 and in Category "A", for technological 
background interest for claims 1-12. 

A translation of the German application No. DE 2451809 is not available. 

No representation is made or intended as to the adequacy of any search applicants or 
others may have performed or that more pertinent art is not available. Without any assertion of 
prior art effect, the documents on the attached List of Documents are cited by applicants for the 
Examiner who may consider these documents material to the examination of this application. 

All of the documents, except for the German reference, are in the English language. 
Accordingly, the relevance of the documents has not been briefly 



2 



o o 



indicated, pursuant to the amendments made to 37 CFR 1 .98. The Examiner is urged to make an 
independent determination of relevance and an independent search of the prior art. 



Respectfully submitted, 



January 




Vangelis Economou -Reg. No. 32,341 
c/o Ladas & Parry 

224 South Michigan Avenue - Suite 1200 
Chicago Illinois 60604 
Tel. No. (312) 427-1300 
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Serial No.: 09/856,033 



GRP ART UNIT 



Filed: May 16,2001 



Ex. 



For: PROCESSING RELEASE PAPER 



Certification under 37 C.F.R. §1.8(a) 



I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office by being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail to 
the Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on January ^ , 2003. 



The undersigned representative of the above-identified Applicant hereby certifies as 
follows: 

1. That each item of information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
patent application no more than three months before the filing of the accompanying Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

2. That the European Patent Office communicated the information to applicant's foreign 
representative in a communication dated December 26, 2002 in the pending counterpart EPO 
Application No. 0096 1034. A copy of that communication is attached to the accompanying 
Information Disclosure Statement. 




Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1) 



o 



o 



3. The Applicant's undersigned representative became aware of the documents and 
information contained in the accompanying Information Disclosure Statement upon receipt of 
copies thereof being enclosed in a letter dated January 8, 2003, received from Applicant's 
foreign representative. Submission of the information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement to the United States Patent and Trademark Office was undertaken as soon as was 
practicable thereafter. 

4. The Applicant's undersigned representative hereby declares that all the statements 
made herein of his own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and 
belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, 
under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements 
may jeopardize the validity of this patent application or any patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully submitted, 



January 9, 2003 
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